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Hang in There – We are Just Three Feet Away from Gold 

 
Have you ever wondered during a church service how a sermon could be written specifically for you? This 

happened to me recently, and I will never forget the message. 

The sermon was given prior to the pandemic and hurricanes, yet my pastor’s message plays repeatedly in my mind 

as we face the unprecedented challenges of 2020. During the sermon, he told the true story of R.U. Darby, a man 

who made the venture out West during the California Gold Rush. The story detailed how Darby and his uncle did 

indeed stake their claim and struck it rich in one of the largest finds of gold in history! However, something 

strange happened: The gold vein mysteriously disappeared. While they continued to dig for gold, it was to no 

avail. The gold was gone. Darby and his uncle decided to sell their equipment for a loss and move back to 

Maryland. The man who bought their equipment - a simple junk man - consulted with a mine engineer and kept 

digging. It just so happened that Darby and his uncle were not aware of the fault lines and missed the huge gold 

vein just below. 

In the end, according to the engineer, Darby and his uncle were just three feet away from gold when they quit 

digging. 

 

I recall sitting in church that Sunday, reflecting on the many books and movies made about those who have 

achieved great success in business, in sports, and in school districts. In most cases, there were times when such 

success would not have been achieved if the people of those businesses, sports teams, and school districts did not 

have patience and perseverance as part of their character. After hearing the story of Darby and his uncle, I 

wondered how many people and organizations stopped just three feet away from gold. 

 

I stand encouraged after my classroom visits this morning, watching our kids and teachers interacting with each 

other. Learning is taking place in our classrooms, and students are happy to be in school. I was also pleased after 

watching the middle school football game last evening! Our students, parents, and staff were truly enjoying the 

game on a very nice Mississippi evening.   

 

Additionally, I was reassured to see our latest COVID-19 report. Both staff and students’ positive cases continue 

to decline even with school resuming as normal as possible. As this decline continues, we will look to get more of 

our virtual students back in school and adjust our restrictions appropriately following all laws and mandates.     

 

Staff, parents, and community leaders, please hang in there! We need each of you. Even with the great challenges 

of 2020, I feel we will come out a stronger school community than ever and that we really are just three feet 

away from gold! -Thank you, Pastor Robinson, for encouraging me.   

 

God Bless, 

John  

 


